THE 


MISSIONARY MAGAZINE, 


Vout. XXXIV. 


DECEMBER, 1853. 


No. 12. 


AMERICAN BAPTIST MISSIONARY UNION. 


THE CONVENTION AT MAULMAIN. 


In continuing the publication of the re- 
ports adopted by the Convention, it may be 
proper to repeat that the particular conclu- 
sions arrived at are subject to review here. 
This is of importance with respect, for ex- 
ample, to statements in the report pub- 
lished a month since, on the expediency of 
a general distribution of the Burmese Bible 
in the towns and villages. The committee 
base their estimate of the number of bibles 
that can be judiciously distributed, on the 
supposition that not more than four sta- 
tions in Burmah Proper will be occupied in 
addition to those heretofore existing in the 
ceded provinces of 1826. While expressing 
their concurrence in the general views of 
this report, the Deputation express the hope 
that more stations will be occupied, which 
will proportionally affect the computations 
of the committee on bible distribution. 


LOCATION OF THE PRESS AND NUMBER OF 
PRINTING ESTABLISHMENTS, 


The committee on the best location 
for the press, and the expediency of 
maintaining one or more printing estab- 
lishments, report, 

That in their opinion the best location 
for the press, at the present time, is 


Maulmain — for these reasons : 
31 


1. The communication with every 
mission station now existing would not be 
improved by its removal to another 
place. Maulmain is now the commercial 
centre of the British possessions in Bur- 
mah, and while it remains so, its depend- 
encies, where our missions are located, 
will be easy of access. Up to the 
commencement of the present war, ton- 
nage on the Company’s steamers to 
Tavoy and Mergui was at our command 
for all required purposes, by an order of 
government —and mission stations up 
the Bengal Bay were and still are easily 
reached, generally at moderate freights. 
Sandoway has received a greater amount 
of books than any other station. Here- 
after Bassein will make like demand 
instead of Sandoway, which is now diffi- 
cult of access, but doubtless will soon be 
more easily reached. 

2. While the missions are now con- 
veniently served by the press from 
Maulmain, the support derived from job 
work is not likely to be materially 
affected for the present by the transfer 
of Pegu from Burmese to British rule. 
From the new government, orders for 
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printing are continually received, and it 
is quite likely that the mission press will 
be favored with like orders as long as 
government has not the means of print- 
ing for itself in the native languages of 
Burmah. 

3. It has been a generally expressed 
opinion for years past, that a transfer of 
possession, like that now accomplished in 
Burmah, would be followed by the 
speedy ruin of Maulmain. Opinion is 
now divided on that subject. The value 
of property has been affected by the 
transfer, and sales are now diflicult, if 
not impossible. It is not yet time to 
know whether this popular conjecture 
will become=fact. Until that time ar- 
rives, and until missions are established 
on the spreading branches of the Irra- 
waddi from Rangoon to Ava, and upon 
the Sittang river, the committee are 
clearly of opinion that the press had 
better remain where it now is. 

The second branch of the inquiry 
relates to the “ expediency of maintain- 
ing one or more printing establish- 
ments.” 

It is the opinion of the committee that 
one is all that is required. 

i. On the score of economy, much 
might be saved in having but one, both 
in superintendence, and labor and mate- 
rials. It is unnecessary to enlarge on 
these points, as their important bearing 
upon the subject will at once be under- 
stood by every one, When the oflice at 
Tavoy was established, it was called the 
Karen Mission Press, and thus books are 
still imprinted at that press. It is now 
more than seven years since the greater 
part of the Karen printing was directed 
by the Executive Committee to be 
executed at Maulmain. This order re- 
quired a very considerable expenditure 
in the preparation of materials to do the 
work, nor are those materials yet ample. 
The union of the two establishments 
will afford abundant materials. 

2. There would be a saving of time 
and expense in uniting the depositories 
of Karen books at a point nearer the 
Karen fields of labor. 


The General System of Schools. 


[ Dee. 


3. The existence of two presses may 
have been the means of causing an 
undue proportion of labor in making 
books — and perhaps too the issue of 
books not always receiving the approba- 
tion of the missions — and also of books 
of like design and character from either 
press, nearly simultaneously. In the 
present early age of Karen literature, it 
is quite likely that confusion and injury 
may have resulted from a want of uni- 
formity in the use of scientific terms, and 
in the spelling of names, &c., and that 
books bearing these imperfections may 
have been condemned at either station 
— whereas, were there but one press, 
uniformity would be more easily attained, 
while the continuance of two would be 
likely to perpetuate the evil. 


THE GENERAL SYSTEM OF SCHOOLS, 


The committee to whom was referred 
for consideration “ the general system of 
schools from the primary to the theologi- 
cal,” would offer the following as their 
report. 

four committee having carefully con- 
sidered the subject in its various bear- 
ings, in connection with the topics 
furnished them by the Deputation, have 
arrived at the following conclusions : 

1. Great care should be taken that 
schoo]s be not commenced or prosecuted 
to a greater extent than their relative 
importance will warrant. We are of 
the opinion that it is the duty of every 
mission to see that its schools are con- 
ducted on principles of the strictest 
economy. We are inclined to believe 
that in some cases schools have been 
prosecuted to such an extent as seriously 
to interfere with other and more import- 
ant branches of missionary effort. 

2. The remedy for the injudicious 
expenditure of time and money upon 
objects of this nature rests with the par- 
ticular mission to which such schools 
belong, and the Executive Committee, 
without whose express sanction, accord- 
ing to our present rules, no school can 
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be established. We deem it of the first 
importance, that in the establishment of 
such schools, there should be limitations, 
distinctly specified, Loth as to the number 
of scholars and the expense ; and that 
these limits should not be exceeded, 
without the express sanction of the 
mission and the Executive Committee. 

3. With the exception of normal and 
theological institutions, to which a mis- 
sionary may be specifically appointed, 
we think it desirable that no ordained 
missionary should devote his time to 
schools, further than is necessary for 
their general superintendence, and for 
the communication of religious instruc- 
tion. 

4. On the question of employing /ay 
rather than clerical teachers, for normal 
or select schools, we think that such a 
course may be expedient in some cir- 
cumstances. But if these schools are, as 
they should be, designed for the training 
of future teachers and preachers, it is 
very desirable that the superintendents 
should possess a theological as well as 
literary education. 

5. In regard to village schools among 
the heathen, your committee would rec- 
ommend their establishment, though not 
to a great extent, and only where they 
can be under constant missionary super- 
vision. In all such schools, none but 
Christians should be employed as 
teachers, the books used should be 
Christian books, and the schools opened 
and closed daily with religious services, 
and the pupils required to attend Sab- 
bath school and Christian worship on the 
Sabbath; making them rather a means 
of Christian instruction, than of impart- 
ing a secular education. 

6. Primary schools for the instruction 
of native Christians or their children, 
should, we think, in ordinary cases, be 
supported by the converts themselves ; 
and it should be impressed upon all 
native Christians, as a duty, to give 
their children a good common education. 
We cannot too soon commence training 
our native converts to habits of self- 
reliance, and the support of their own 
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preachers and teachers of every descrip- 
tion. 

7. Without deciding what measures 
may be required for the evangelization 
of a heathen people who can be reached 
in their homes by the missionary only 
during a few months of the year, this 
Convention is not prepared to recom- 
mend the establishing of boarding 
schools in Burmah as an indispensable 
or a wise expedient for its evangelization. 
The preacher has, in general, free 
access to the people; and while board- 
ing schools furnish favorable opportuni- 
ties for instilling religious truth, the 
benefit is circumscribed by the compar- 
ative fewness of the pupils gathered into 
them, the expenditure of money and 
labor in their support is great, and they 
are liable to be accompanied, or followed, 
by evils which may overbalance their 
salutary influence. Normal schools, 
strictly so called, are entitled, in our 
judgment, to the liberal support of the 
friends of missions; the object of these 
schools being the raising up of school- 
teachers and the preparation of native 
preachers for that higher course of in- 
struction, which they will receive in the 
theological institutions. 

8. Theological institutions. On the 
importance of these we need not en- 
large. If there is one object which, next 
to the immediate conversion of those 
around him, commands, more than any 
other, the solicitude of a missionary’s 
heart, it is the preparation of native 
pastors, to carry on the work which he 
has begun. We are convinced that 
native agency is to be the principal in- 
strumentality in converting the masses 
in heathen countries; and the missiona- 
ry who is able to give a thorough course 
of instruction to but a small class of 
devoted preachers, we believe to be 
doing a good and great work —a work 
that shall exert a permanent influence 
on coming ages. In the infancy of our 
native churches, it is impossible that all 
the pastors should be thoroughly edu- 
cate] men; we are not prepared to say 
that it is desirable; God calls his minis- 
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ters from every class; he often honors 
the feeblest instruments. In the infancy 
of our American churches many of the 
uneducated ministers were most emi- 
nently successful. But if we would 
introduce among our native churches a 
healthy, vigorous, stable Christianity, we 
must have a portion of our native 
ministers thoroughly educated and en- 
lightened —men whose talents and 
acquirements shall be, as far as the cir- 
cumstances will admit, equal to those of 
the missionaries themselves. 

9. We submit these as the general 
principles on which mission schools 
should be conducted. But your com- 
mittee would deprecate the enactment 
of any rules that should bind the various 
missions to the adoption of any particu- 
lar system. Modes of operation that 
may be well adapted to one field, will be 
wholly inapplicable to another ; a system 
of schools that might be very suitable for 
the Burmans, would require essential 
modifications before it could be intro- 
duced among the Karens; and probably 
still more before it would be at all 
adapted to the Chinese. In the opinion 
of your committee, it should be left to 
each individual mission, to determine for 
itself what particular system of instruc- 
tion is best adapted to its wants, and to 
make their recommendations to the 
Executive Committee, to whom the ulti- 
mate decision belongs. 


STATE AND CLAIMS OF TAVOY AND MERGUI. 


The committee on the state and claims 
of the Tavoy and Mergui stations, beg 
leave to report. 

1. In relation to the Burmese depart- 
ment of these stations. Though a 
quarter of a century has elapsed since 
the commencement of missionary effort 
in Tavoy, it may still be said, that 
city is one of the strong holds of the 
religion of Gaudama. Temples and 
shrines dedicated to heathen worship 
arise in every part of the city, as on the 
day in which our pioneer missionary 
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first set foot upon its soil. The great 
mass of the people seem as mad upon 
their idols now as then—and the 
church planted by the hand of Boardman 
has increased but little either in number 
or efficiency since the death of that 
servant of Christ. But there exists a 
reason for this state of things. Two 
years after the arrival of Boardman in 
Tavoy, the historian says, “ Though Mr. 
Boardman directed henceforth his prin- 
cipal efforts to the Karens, he did not 
abandon his labors among the Burmans.” 
From that time to the present, Tavoy 
has hardly been without one or more 
missionaries who have understood the 
Burmese language. But we must add, 
their principal, if not their entire efforts, 
have been given to the Karens. Hence 
it is not surprising that no greater re- 
sults of missionary labor are to be found 
in Tavoy; it is rather surprising that so 
much fruit still remains. And your 
committee are of the opinion, that the 
terms “ gospel-hardened, bigoted bood- 
hists,” are not specially appropriate to 
the Tavoyers. And those who are ac- 
quainted with that people repudiate 
such epithets. Mr. Mason, who has 
resided in Tavoy mostly for the past 
twenty-four years, remarks, in the 17th 
report of the Tavoy Missionary Society, ° 
“I know of no place short of Burmah 
Proper, where a man might spend 
twenty years in preaching the gospel 
with better prospects of success than in 
Tavoy.” 
There are, at present, in this one 
province upwards of 48,000 souls, 42,000 
of whomare Burmans. Of these 42,000, 
upwards of 10,000 reside in the town of 
Tavoy itself, while the other 32,000 in- 
habit beautiful and flourishing villages in 
the vicinity of the city and along the 
various streams of the province, all easy 
of access to the herald of mercy. By 
preaching the gospel, and the distribu- 
tion of tracts and books, some light has 
doubtless been diffused among the 
people. A church of twenty-two mem- 
bers still exists. There is a capable as- 
sistant, who, with a missionary to lead 
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him forward, might do much for the 
cause. There is also a flourishing day 
school of nearly a hundred boys and 
girls, a fine place for a missionary to 
preach the gospel. Furthermore there 
is a full supply of mission buildings — all 
in a good state of repair — such as dwell- 
ing and school houses, zayat and chapel. 
In a word, all seem to invite the laborer 
to put in his sickle and reap the field 
ready to the harvest. 

The same is substantially true of the 
Burmese inhabitants of the Mergui prov- 
ince. This province contains about 
19,000 Burmans, of whom 7 or 8,000 re- 
side in the city. It is true that very 
little missionary work has been done 
among them. Mr. Ingalls labored there 
several years; and although his “ labors 
were divided among the Karens, English 
and Burmese, there arose a little church 
of six members,” only one of whom now 
remains. Ilowever, it is probable that 
the most of the inhabitants have heard 
of one eternal God, and of the way of 
salvation. Besides, there now exist 
cases of inquiry of peculiar interest, 
which seem to invite the labors of the 
missionary. There are in Mergui, also, 
two mission dwelling houses, a school 
house, and a chapel which might be used 
for the purpose of native worship. 

II. Your committee would state, in 
reference to the Karen department of 
Tavoy and Mergui, that there are from 
ten to eleven thousand Karens in these 
provinces. There is also a large number 
living on the Ya river, quite as acces- 
sible from Tavoy as from Maulmain. 
Furthermore, on the borders of Siam re- 
side an indefinite number of Karens. 
Many have already fled from the op- 
pressions of provincial oflicers of that 
government, and have taken up their 
abode in the Tavoy province. And 
were it possible, multitudes would to-day 
follow them. These eleven thousand 
Karens are scattered over almost the 
whole extent of the Tavoy and Mergui 
provinces — over a tract of country 
nearly two hundred miles in length, and 
from fifty to seventy-five in width, In 
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almost every part of this extent of terri 

tory, there have been established preach- 
ing stations, supplied with native ass.st- 
ants and pastors, thus dotting the whole 
country as with so many lights glimmer- 
ing amid the surrounding gloom. There 
are twenty-four such stations. In twenty 
of these stations have already arisen 
churches of the living God — numbering 
about one thousand members, sixty-seven 
of whom have been added by baptism 
during the past year. There are also 
instructed at these stations about three 
hundred children, in the first principles 
of a Christian education. Furthermore, 
your committee are of the opinion, that 
there has been no time, for many years 
past, of so much interest on the subject 
of religion among the heathen Karens as 
at the present. In the language of a 
letter from the churches south of Tavoy, 
“there seems to be a general shaking 


| among the unconverted;” in some in- 


stances they are actually asking for a 
man to teach them and their children 
the way of life. 

But though we have twenty-two or 
three Karens preaching in those prov- 
inces among their countrymen, it must 
not be forgotten that many of these as- 
sistants are extremely imperfect. The 
presence of the foreign missionary is still 
absolutely necessary. He must be there 
to lead on the hosts of God’s elect — to 
instruct, to correct, to guide those now 
preaching, and to prepare others to take 
the places of these when they fall, and 
also to occupy regions still beyond. But 

III. The Salongs of the Mergui 
archipelago must not be forgotten; and 
your committee sincerely hope that some 
definite action may be taken in reference 
to them. Their number does not 
probably exceed twelve hundred. Those 
living on the Siamese cgasts and islands, 
there is every reason to believe, are far 
more numerous; and, at the same time, 
amore civilized class of people. It is 
also probable that somewhere about or 
near Junk-seylon, therg is a central 
point where the race could more readily 
be reached. And until that point shall 
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bé found, it will be impossible to esti- 
mate even approximately the number of 
this people. 

Those in the archipelago have recent- 
ly been reinforced by a company of Sa- 
longs from the coast of Siam, and, owing 
to the facts, that the Siamese governors 
are oppressive, and that a shell which 
abounds on the sea-ward islands of Mer- 
gui has recently become a very import- 
ant article of commerce, large accessions 
from that quarter may be looked for in 
the future. 

The Siamese Salongs live in villages, 
and it is said, undoubtedly with exagger- 
ation, that there is a city of them near 
Papra Straits as large as Mergui. They 
seem in many ways to resemble their 
brethren of the archipelago. However, 
only a few of this class of Salongs have 
as yet been seen by the missionary. 

The Salongs are a mild and timid 
race, are credulous and affectionate — 
and rarely quarrel, unless stimulated by 
intoxicating drinks; are honest in their 
dealings with each other, and faithful in 
the discharge of their family duties. 
They are not fettered by any system of 
religion, and will listen with attention to 
any communication made to them by 
.the missionary. They have many inter- 
esting traditions of a creation and uni- 
versal deluge. They believe in future 
rewards and punishments in another 
state. 

The Salongs, from the necessity of 
their employment, collect at the sea- 
ward islands semi-monthly, during the 
time of the highest spring tides, when 
the missionary, for several evenings in 
succession, can gather around him a 
company of from fifty to three hundred 
on a pleasant sand beach, and pour into 
attentive ears the story of the cross. A 
better pulpit, or a more hopeful audi- 
ence, can hardly be found in India. 

The language of the Salongs is at 
bottom Malay, or at least is a cognate of 
Malay. It is easy of acquisition, and 
can be printeg with type now in the 
mission printing office. A Salong Cate- 


chism was printed some years since, 
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which, with some modifications, might be 
employed in communicating the _ first 
truths of Christianity. Something has 
already been done in the way of preach- 
ing the gospel among the people. Mr. 
Benjamin has acquired a_ colloquial 
knowledge of the language, and collected 
a vocabulary of nearly two thousand 
words. 

The discouraging features of the case 
are —the intemperance and unsettled 
habits of the people, and the hostile 
efforts of the opium and arrack pedlars 
who infest the islands. Their influence 
is so great over the people, that they 
have entirely ruined the church of forty 
members once established there, and 
filled the minds of the people with 
hatred to the missionaries. 

Your committee have thus briefly pre- 
sented the present state of the Tavoy 
and Mergui stations. They would now 
proceed to consider their claims. It is 
most clear in the minds of your commit- 
tee, that Tavoy claims a Burmese mis- 
sionary —not simply a man who will 
spend a small portion of his time, time 
snatched from the Karens, among the 
Burmans; not a man who understands 
the Burmese language, but who is also 
engaged in translating, book-making or 
printing; but a man who shall devote 
the entire energies of his body and soul 
to the evangelization of the Burmans. 

In reference to the claims of the Ka- 
rens, your committee have found it more 
difficult to decide. If regard were had 
simply to their nwmber, they could 
recommend but one man for both prov- 
inces. But the Karens of the two prov- 
inces are so widely separated, that the 
missionary could visit them all only with 
great difficulty. Besides, during the 
southwest monsoon, his communications 
with one half of the churches would be 
almost entirely cut off. They would 
therefore recommend two Karen mis- 
sionaries — one for each province. 

And finally, they would urge the 
necessity of a Burmese missionary for 
*Mergui— who shall also continue the 
inquiries among the Salongs until some- 
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thing more definite is known concerning 
that people — until something more defi- 
nite is known as to their numbers — and 
whether there really is, as there appears 
to be, in the minds of that people, a pe- 
culiar susceptibility to religious truths ; 
whether the idea of a God, which ages 
of sin and superstition have not been 
able to erase from their minds, may not 
be endued with a living soul by preach- 
ing to them the living word. 


PRINCIPLES WHICH SHOULD GOVERN MIS- 
SIONARIES IN ENTERING UPON OR 
RELINQUISHING STATIONS OR DU- 
TIES ASSIGNED THEM. 


The committee on the principles that 
should govern misssonarics in entering 
upon, continuing in, or relinquishing 
stations or duties assigned to them by the 
Executive Committee, would submit the 
following report: 

Although fully recognizing the prin- 
ciple, that the missionary, as well as the 
preacher of the gospel at home, is the 
servant of the Lord and not of man, and 
that his connection with a missionary 
society ought not to infringe upon his 
liberty or his responsibilities, as a min- 
ister of Christ, yet we believe that the 
relations into which he and the organs of 
the society have mutually entered, im- 
pose upon him certain obligations, which 
he is bound to observe so long as he re- 
tains his connection with them. In 
order to preserve this connection unim- 
paired, it is necessary that there should 
be a general harmony of views between 
him and the society by which he is sup- 
ported, not only in regard to the object 
of missions, but to the modes of operation. 

The original compact between the 
Missionary Union and its missionaries 
recognizes the right of the Board to give 
“general instructions and regulations” 
for their guidance. Minute and specific 
instructions, extending to the details of 
missionary labor, will not ordinarily be 
necessary, while the Board repose confi- 
dence in their missionaries, whose piety, 
judgment and experience will furnish the 
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best security for the faithful prosecution 
of the work before them. It is taken for 
granted that, on the appointment of a 
missionary, there is usually an under- 
standing between him and the Executive 
Committee, as to the field of labor and 
the kind of work to be performed. 

These points once settled, it seems 
very desirable that there should be no 
change, except for strong reason, and by 
mutual consent of the missionary and the 
Executive Committee. We think that 
no missionary would be justified in leav- 
ing his post, or entering on labors not 
originally contemplated, except with 
their sanction. Yet in cases of emer- 
gency, it may be the duty of an individu- 
al to supply a vacancy, or enter on a 
new field without delay; in which case 
he would be justified in acting on the 
recomendation of the mission to which 
he belongs, pending a reference to the 
Executive Committee. 

When special orders are sent out by 
the Executive Committee, we think no 
mission or individual missionary has a 
right to suspend or alter them, unless 
there is reason to suppose that the Com- 
mittee are laboring under some misap- 
prehension, or unless their operation 
would be manifestly injurious. In cases 
of this kind, a mission may defer action 
on such orders, until the final decision of 
the Committee can be obtained. 

Should the case ever unhappily occur, 
in which a missionary cannot conscien- 
tiously carry out the requirements and 
instructions of the Executive Committee, 
and if after suitable explanations there 
should still be found an insurmountable 
practical disagreement, the only proper 
remedy is a dissolution of his connection 
with the Missionary Union. 


EXPEDIENCY OF KAREN MISSIONARIES 
LABORING IN BURMESE. 


“On the expediency of Karen mis- 
sionaries laboring in Burmese, instead of 
teaching and writing, in the rains,” your 
committee beg leave to report : — 

That if the present system of evange- 
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lization is to be continued among the 
Karens, there is so much pressing work 
to be done for that people, we do not 
think it expedient, as a general rule, for 
Karen missionaries to divide their time 
and strength, and distract their attention, 
by laboring in Karen a part of the year, 
and then leaving Karen and laboring in 
Burmese the other part. 

Whether the new fields now open 
before us in Burmah, will present such 
circumstances as to admit of an essential 
change in the plan of evangelization 
among the Karens, remains to be deter- 
mined. As yet, the fields having been 
but very partially explored, the facts are 
not sufficiently developed to enable your 
committee to form an opinion on that 
subject. 

We have been instructed to consider 
the following questions : 

1. Whether it is desirable for Karen 
missionaries to study the Burmese lan- 
guage. 

2. Whether Karen missionaries can 
profitably spend a portion of each year 
in laboring for the Burmans. 

The first of these questions was dis- 
tinctly answered in the former report, 
which we here repeat ;— that, as the 
Burmese is the common language of the 
country, we do consider it very desirable 
for Karen missionaries to obtain a knowl- 
edge of it, more or less, as circumstances 
may require. 

In regard to the second question your 
committee would remark, that Karen 
missionaries living as they are among the 
Burmans, and meeting them more or 
less wherever they travel, we believe 
that a portion of their time can certainly 
be profitably spent for their spiritual 
good. And it is the honest conviction of 
your committee, that there is not a 
Karen missionary in the field who has 
not thus devoted in some way a portion 
of his time. But the amount of time to 
be thus devoted, the particular way in 
which it is to be done, and the circum- 
stances. demanding it, are questions 
which, we believe, must be left to the 
developments of Providence, and the 
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good sense of those who are particularly 
concerned. 


NATIVE ASSISTANTS. 


The committee to whom was referred 
the subject of native assistants, their 
duties, qualifications, appointment, dis- 
tribution, supervision and support, beg 
leave to present the following report. 

As native assistants must be the prin- 
cipal reliance of the friends of missions, 
for the preaching of the gospel among 
unevangelized nations and for the build- 
ing up of the churches which have been 
already gathered from among them, it is 
obviously of the first importance that 
such a course be adopted, with respect 
to these assistants, as is adapted to pro- 
mote their highest usefulness and 
efficiency, both present and prospective. 
Your committee, therefore, have en- 
deavored to give careful attention to the 
different topics named in the subject 
referred to us. 

1. The duties of native assistants. 
Assistants are of two classes ; those who 
are devoted to preaching to the uncon- 
verted among their countrymen, and 
those who are entrusted, to a greater or 
less extent, With the charge of churches. 
All are set apart to their work with the 
express understanding that they are not 
to engage in any worldly employment to 
earn a livelihood, and that their wants 
shall be supplied by their brethren. 
Hence they receive a regular stipend or 
its equivalent, either from the mission or 
the native churches, or from both united. 

The former class are engaged daily in 
preaching, visiting the people in their 
houses or in places of common resort, 
receiving them at their own houses, or 
occupying zayats by the side of public 
thoroughfares and calling in those that 
pass by to listen to the gospel. To aid 
them in this work, they are furnished 
with books and tracts for gratuitous dis- 
tribution at their discretion. They are 
also specially charged with the duty of 
looking after inquirers, bringing them to 
attend. public worship and to receive 
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personal instructions from the mission- 
ary. Their qualifications, moreover, 
point them out as suitable teachers for 
the Sabbath school, and also give them a 
place among the elders of the church 
with which they are connected, in which 
relation they are called upon to perform 
special duties in the exercise of church 
discipline. 

Of the latter class of assistants, those 
who are entrusted with the charge of 
churches, some are temporarily perform- 
ing the duties usually devolving on 


istration of the ordinances, and corre- 
spond to licentiates in America who are 
engaged for a season to supply particular 
churches. In some instances, among 
the Karens, they are required during 
the rains to teach a village school, and 
are expected to preach to the uncon- 
verted of the neighborhood, besides 
watching over and instructing the par- 
ticular churches over which they are 
appointed. The ordained pastors are 
permanently settled over distinct church- 
es, and consequently perform the duties 
usual in such relations. But these last, 
in the present paucity of ordained pas- 
tors, are obliged also to devote a portion 
of their time to itinerating among the 
churches, which are under the charge of 
licentiates. 

The two-fold work assigned to the 
native assistants, as already explained, 
of preaching the gospel to their uncon- 
verted countrymen and of feeding the 
flock of God which has been gathered 
in separate folds from among them, will 
suflice, your committee suppose, without 
farther specifications, to suggest the 
duties which devolve on them, both as it 
respects themselves and others. 


2 The Qualifications. Of these we 
hesitate not to urge as the most important 
and essential, that there be manifest 
signs of a call of God to the work. 
What constitutes such a call, we suppose 
it is not necessary for us to specify, 
farther than to say, that we use the 
terms in the same acceptation as they 
ordinarily possess when applied. to the 
ministry in Christian countries. 
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With respect to the amount of knowl- 
edge requisite for appointment to the 
preacher's office, beyond that experi- 
mental knowledge of God and of Christ 
which is implied in a call to preach, we 
would not recommend any one standard 
for all, believing that this may be varied 
according to the specific work to which 
the individual may be appointed, wheth- 
er as an evangelist or as a pastor, and 
according also to the degree of intelli- 
gence possessed by the peeple among 


' whom he is appointed to labor. We 
pastors, with the exception of the admin- | 


would nevertheless earnestly recommend, 
that every individual called in the judg- 
ment of his brethren to the preacher’s 
work, and especially to that of the 
pastor, be taken, if possible, through 
some course of special training to adapt 
him to the work he has in view, that he 
may become a workman that needeth 
not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the 
word of truth. 

3. Their appointment. If the candi- 
date is to be supported from mission 
funds, your committee take it for granted 
that his appointment will be made by 
the mission with which he is to be con- 
nected, and not by an individual of the 
mission, on his own responsibility, with- 
out the concurrence of his associates. 
And indeed, in whatever manner the 
assistant is to be supported, in order that 
the best results may be expected from 
his labors, there should be no division of 
opinion on the part of the missionaries 
respecting his appointment, and there 
should also be a hearty concurrence on 
the part of the church to which the in- 
dividual belongs. 

If a pastor is to be set apart, we sup- 
pose, of course, that he will be the 
choice of the people over whom he is to 
be placed, and that he will be set apart 
with the “ laying on of the hands of the 
presbytery.” 

The re-appointment of individuals 
who from any cause have been dropped 
from the list of assistants, your commit- 
tee take it for granted, will be made in 
the same manner as the original appoint- 
ment; and in cases of the removal of 
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an individual from one station to an- 
other, special care, we think, should be 
exercised that. satisfactory credentials, 
brought from his former station, be 
presented, before he can be considered 
eligible to an assistant’s office at the new. 

4. Their distribution. We suppose 
that any given number of native assist- 
ants should be distributed according to 
the kind and place of the work to be 
done, and the peculiar qualifications of 
the laborers. If there are churches, 
each should be provided with a stated 
preacher, if not a pastor. That want 
being supplied, the destitute must be 
cared for; and in laboring for them, 
some of the assistants may be better 
adapted to itinerating from house to 
House and from village to village, while 
others might be better fitted for occupy- 
ing regular stations for preaching. Some 
may be worthy to be deputed to take 
up their abode away from their brethren, 
in some heathen village or district of a 
town, to hold up the light and labor for 
the people of that particular locality. 
In all cases, the peculiar adaptation of 
the individual should determine his kind 
and place of labor, and the principle of 
distribution indicated by our Lord, when 
He sent forth the seventy, two and two, 
to preach in the cities and villages, 
should be our general guide. 


5. Their supervision. The general 
supervision of the native assistants, your 
committee think, should be exercised by 
the mission which appoints them. But 
it will probably be found most con- 
venient in practice, that the immediate 
supervision be committed to one or more 
individuals of the mission, to whom the 
assistants shall be directly responsible, 
and “who shall look to the mission for 
advice and for the decision of questions 
of special importance. This supervision, 
your committee believe, should be dili- 
gently exercised, and should include the 
manner of life, the matter, manner and 
amount of preaching, and whatever is 
necessary to the greatest efficiency of 
the assistant, that, soul and body, he 
may be wholly devoted to the great 
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work of his calling. Nor ought the 
native pastors, even when they are sup- 
ported by the churches over which they 
are severally placed, to be exempted 
from this supervision, although in their 
case it should be more strictly advisory, 
special pains being taken to impress 
their minds with a sense of their ac- 
countability to Christ, and also to pre- 
vent an impression being made that the 
missionary is lording it over them. 

As a means of securing the benefits 
contemplated by this supervision, your 
committee beg leave to recommend, that 
at each station there be a yearly meeting 
or conference, for all the assistants of 
the station, to review the labors of the 
year and their results with prayerful 
self-examination, so that the new year 
may be commenced with fresh incentives 
to diligence and unreserved devotion to 
the work of the Lord. 

6. Their support. “The workman is 
worthy of his hire;” so hath the Lord 
ordained, that “they that preach the 
gospel, should live of the gospel.” This 
principle ought at once to be asserted in 
the native churches; and they ought to be 
trained, as soon as possible, both to 
sustain their own pastors and also to aid 
in sending out other men to preach the 
gospel to the destitute. This object, we 
believe, should be kept steadily in view 
until it be attained; and its attainment 
cannot but exert the happiest influence 
in developing that healthy and vigorous 
piety which ought to characterize the 
churches of our Lord. The question of 
the amount of support to be given to the 
native assistants, your committee would 
refer for decision entirely to the judg- 
ment of the different missions, believing 
that no general rule should be laid 
down, excepting that our brethren 
should be comfortably provided for 
according to the habits of their people 
respectively. So far, however, as the 
circumstances of different stations sub- 
stantially agree, we think it highly 
desirable that there also. be a corre- 
spondence in the rate of wages. 
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STATE AND CLAIMS OF MAULMAIN, 


Your committee to whom were re- 
ferred the state and claims of Maulmain 
as a Burmese, Peguan and Karen 
station, would respectfully present the 
following report. 

1. Maulmain as a Burmese and 
Peguan station. As is known to the 
members of this Convention, here was 
the scene of Judson’s labors for the 
greater part of his missionary life. But 
he toiled not for the inhabitants of this 
city alone, nor principally, but for all 
Burmah. Nearly on the spot where we 
are now assembled, with the last chapter 
of the word of God in his hand, he 
kneeled and returned thanks for having 
been permitted to live to finish its trans- 
lation into Burmese. “ Though dead he 
yet speaketh.” The effects of his labors, 
and the labors of others who have been 
called to their reward, and of some who 
still live, are manifest; yet in regard to 
the mass of the people, the language of 
Scripture, “dead in trespasses and sins,” 
most fully expresses their spiritual con- 
dition. The gospel is no longer a nov- 
elty; and though there are few disposed 
to revile when addressed on the subject, 
yet a spirit of inquiry is wanting, they 
often hear as though they heard not, 
and frequently the question, “ Can these 
dry bones live ?” — arises unbidden in 
the mind of the preacher. 

Owing to peculiar circumstances, 
there has not been that amount of direct 
preaching to heathen by missionaries, 
that could have been desired. Yet God 
has honored his word, by showing that it 
has power to convert the soul and to 
subdue and enlighten those who had 
grown old in idolatry. There is now in 
Maulmain a church of converted Bur- 
mans and Peguans numbering one 
hundred and thirty-three members, and 
one in Amherst numbering twenty- 
seven; beside a goodly number who 
have left strong ground to believe that 
they have fallen asleep in Jesus, and 
that their spirits are now with. those of 
Judson, Boardman and others, who were 
employed of God to lead them to the 
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Saviour of sinners. Your committee are 
of the opinion that the Maulmain Bur- 
mese church will compare well with the 
majority of churches in America as to 
piety and liberality. 

In regard to the claims of Maulmain 
we remark first— it has proved to be 
one of the most healthy locations in 
southern Asia for Europeans and Amer- 
icans. 

Secondly. It has a population of 
nearly forty thousand; the great major- 
ity of whom are Burmans and Peguans. 
This population can be reached at all 
seasons of the year; and within twenty 
minutes’ walk of either of the houses now 
owned by the mission, with perhaps one 
exception, are about seven thousand 
persons of these two nations, aside from 
others who speak the Burmese; a 
number sufficient to claim the undivided 
attention of one missionary aided by one 
or two good native assistants. 

Thirdly. The location of Maulmain 
is one that affords . superior facilities for 
itinerant labors in the surrounding 
country. It stands at the junction of 
three rivers, along the banks of which 
are numerous Peguan villages, some of 
them large and pleasantly situated. On 
the island of Balu also are thousands of 
Peguans; and the country between 
Maulmain and Yay, a distance of one 
hundred miles, is also, with the ex- 
ception of Karens who are thinly scat- 
tered through it, peopled by the same 
nation ; and nearly all their villages can 
be reached from Maulmain by boat with 
comparatively little expense or fatigue. 
The great mass of these villages can be 
reached efliciently only through the 
Peguan language. In this connection it 
may be proper to state, that the majority 
of the native population of Maulmain 
are also Peguans, and a missionary un- 
derstanding that language and the Bur- 
man has greatly the advantage of one 
who only understands the latter, espe- 
cially if engaged in preaching from house 
to house or in the street. 

Fourthly. Maulmain being the capi- 
tal of the Tenasserim and Martaban 
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provinces, and a seaport town, it is 
constantly visited by strangers, and 
there are frequent opportunities of 
preaching to persons from distant parts 
of the country, and, through them, of 
widely diffusing the leaven of truth. 

It is the opinion of your committee 
that Maulmain and vicinity have an im- 
perative claim to two missionaries, who 
shall devote themselves to preaching to 
the natives to the full extent of their 
physical ability, one of whom at least 
should understand both Burmese and 
Peguan. 

II. Maulmain as a Karen station. 
There are no Karens resident in Maul- 
main, and but few within twenty miles 
of it; but in the section of country 
easily accessible from it, are many 
thousands. In what is termed Amberst 
province, that is, in that part of the 
Tenasserim provinces north of Yay, 
there are, according to the census of 
1852, more than twenty thousand. In 
Martaban province they are also numer- 
ous; and on the east, in the Siamese 
territory, are many who are more acces- 
sible from Maulmain than from any 
other station where a missionary can 
reside. But little missionary labor has 
been bestowed tipon the Karens in the 
two last mentioned districts. In Am- 
herst province there are thirteen church- 
es (Pwo and Sgau), numbering 850 
members, with four ordained pastors and 
twelve assistant and itinerant preachers. 
Three of the largest of these churches 
are being dispersed, two of them on 
account of their villages having been 
severely afflicted with cholera, the other 
from other causes; and though it is 
painful to see them leaving their 
chapels desolate, yet we trust the mem- 
bers are not lost to the cause — but will 
let their light shine, and, to some extent 
at least, imitate the example of the church 
scattered from Jerusalem, and preach 
the word wherever they go. 

To several of the churches additions 
by baptism have been made during the 
past year, giving us the assurance that 
God has not forsaken them. All these 


churches, we believe, are in their several 
neighborhoods, “ the salt of the earth ” 
and “the light of the world.” 

The importance of Maulmain as a 
Karen station, is greatly enhanced by 
the addition of Martaban province to 
the English territory. How large the 
Karen population of that province is, 
and whether a station where a missiona- 
ry can safely reside during the rainy 
season, can be found, more convenient 
for one laboring among them than this, 
is not yet known; but the work of ex- 
ploring the field, and perhaps of culti- 
vating it, must devolve upon Maulmain 
missionaries. 

Your committee believe that what 
God has done for the Karens in con- 
nection with this station, is a pledge that 
labor shall not be bestowed upon them in 
vain; and think that the present con- 
dition of the people and country requires 
that there be three missionaries stationed 
here, who shall devote themselves to 
labor on their behalf, and that at an 
early date they should, as far as practi- 
cable, explore Martaban province. 


OCCUPANCY OF BURMAH PROPER, 


The coremittee on the occupancy of 
Rangoon, Bassein, and other stations in 
Burman Proper, beg leave to report. 

1. Rangoon, as a station for mission- 
ary labor, both in the Burmese and Ka- 
ren departments, has strong claims. The 
city has a population of about 70,009, 
and is surrounded on every side by nu- 
merous large villages, of easy access both 
by land and water. It is the seat of the 
first church gathered from among the 
heathen on these shores, and the first 
church, too, having its own ordained na- 
tive pastor. Six miles distant, in the 
village of Kambet, has recently sprung 
up a small and hopeful church. A spirit 
of inquiry is apparent, even to a casual 
observer, both in the city and surround- 
ing country. Within the past ten 
months-thirteen Burmans have been 
baptized, and three others have been 
examined and approved for admission to 
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the church. To the patient and wakeful 
laborer, there is every encouragement to 
look for a large and joyful harvest. The 
Karen department is one of large prom- 
ise. There are twenty-seven or twenty- 
eight churches, scattered over a wide ex- 
tent of country, and numbering nearly 
1200 members. During the past year 
the gospel has been preached success- 
fully in three districts where no herald 
of salvation had ever gone before. 
Within ten months ninety-three have 
been baptized, and there are many hope- 
ful inquirers. The fields are white for 
the harvest. 

' 2. Bassein is another seaport town, 
and the centre of a large and highly 
flourishing mission among the Karens. 
Still, there remains much more land to 
be possessed. No labor has yet been 
commenced among the Burmans, al- 
though Bassein is not a whit behind Ran- 
goon, as the centre of a large Burmese 
population. 

8. Henthada, 120 miles north of 
Rangoon, is a large and beautiful town, 
surrounded in every direction by numer- 
ous Burmese and Karen villages. In 
the surrounding districts are several Ka- 
ren churches. 

4. Prome, 250 miles north of Ran- 
goon, —cr Meaday, forty miles north of 
Prome, — is a place of great importance 
as a station for mission labor. It is mid- 
way between the seaboard and the 
great capital of the empire. On every 
side of Prome are large towns and nu- 
merous villages. 

5. Pegu, sixty miles from Rangoon, 
is a desirable place for mission labor, but 
of secondary importance to the pre- 
ceding. 

6. Shwaygyeen and Toungoo are two 
points of first importance, as compared 
with others in the Sittang valley. 
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ASSAM. 
JOURNAL OF MR. WHITING. 
( Continued from page 471.) 


as an outstation— A month’s 
labors there. 


Jorhat, as I estimate, contains not less 
than 13,500 people. The communica- 
tion with Jorhat is constant — distance 
from Sibsagor thirty-four miles, a good 
road all the way, and crowds of peo- 
ple to talk to whenever one may be 
disposed to talk. I hope to visit this 
place every year, as I cannot be ex- 
pected to pass over much territory. 
One man cannot do the work which 
needs ten men this very day. I hope 
that within two years we shall have a 
native assistant so well indoctrinated and 
established in character as to be a suita- 
ble person to occupy this important post. 

We have during the past month 
visited about 500 houses, preached to 
more than 5000 people, distributed tes- 
taments, tracts and the Orunodoi news- 
paper, to the amount of 800 or more. 
Time spent in active work, twenty days. 

The effects of street preaching on my 
mind have been various. My pride 
often rose up against such humiliating 
work. The scorn and hatred of the 
people sometimes led me to question 
whether I ought to remain and endure 
it. Thus I have been aware of a 
struggle between pride and duty, 
between the flesh and the spirit, between 
fear of man and love to God. May it 
please my Lord, the great Head of the 
church, to forgive all my unhallowed 
feelings and restrain the influence of 
any unguarded word which may have 
gone forth! 


Jorhat 


LETTERS FROM MR. WHITING. 
Ingratitude—Fatalism. 

The prevalence of cholera at Sibsagor 
imposed on Mr. Whiting the duty of de- 
voting much time to attendance on the 
sick. His observations illustrate the 
deplorable effects of heathenism on charac- 
ter and on the present welfare of its 
votaries, 


April 18.— While attending on the 
sick and suffering, I have felt that I was 
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fulfilling the Saviour’s precept, “ Lend, 
hoping for nothing again.” For I sup- 
pose there is no people on earth so 
ignorant of the sense of gratitude as this 
people. The kindness and attention 
which we show are considered by the 
natives works of merit. They suppose 
that we expect to be more happy and 
holy in heaven in consequence of it, and 
hence that we are under obligation to 
them for the means they afford us of 
obtaining merit. Still, we must hope 
that our various duties and devotions 
have some effect on the mass, especially 
on the children, and that when the 
agencies in the evangelization of this 
land are all scrutinized hereafter, Jitile 
acts of the missionaries, the work done 
in secret, a kind look to this one anda 
soft word to that one, will all be found to 
have done their part in the varied and 
progressive instrumentality. 

The first case in which I was called 
was that of a man about forty years old. 
I felt a deep interest in him on account 
of two of his daughters, who have come 
almost daily to our house to be instructed 
by Mrs. Whiting in reading and sewing. 
The family sat around, looking on but 
doing nothing. They had all made up 
their minds that he must die. The mus- 
sulmans are so under the influence of 
fatalism, that they give up in many 
cases the use of means and wait for the 
result. He died ina few hours. His 
female relatives immediately set up a 
most hideous wailing, and continued it 
for an hour or more, when the body was 
neatly prepared for burial. This man 
had assisted the day before in burying a 
friend. The two daughters now come 
to our house daily and are very much 
attached to Mrs. W. We both feel 
deeply interested in them, and can but 
hope we shall see them some day pro- 
fessing their faith in our Lord. Their 
ages are thirteen and eleven. 


Repulsive effects of caste prejudice— 
Missionary solicitude. 


All the houses of the natives are low 
and very filthy. The sick persons whom 
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I visited lay on the ground, upon thin 
mats. As I could not go into all the 
rooms of the houses, on account of caste, 
the sick were always placed in the front 
or entrance room, an apartment perhaps 
six feet square. Having administered 
medicines, in two cases with success, I 
was beset with applicants. I went to 
see an old Hindoo opium-eater. He 
was apparently dying. I said to the 
men around him, “ Why did you wait till 
the man was dead before you called 
me?” I gave him medicine, though it 
seemed useless. The next morning I 
inquired if he was dead ; they said that he 
was better. I was rejoiced to see him so 
much improved and tried to get some 
nourishment for him. But he had no 
friends, and as the people around were 
all mussulmans, he would not take any- 
thing from them. He lived two days 
and then died from the eflects of 
hunger! 

Such is the influence of caste — such is 
heathenism! I cannot describe the 
effect on my feelings. At one time a 
feeling of disgust was awakened, — an in- 
clination to flee the country and escape 
from the presence of such superstitions ; 
at another, an inclination to wage a de- 
termined warfare against caste in all its 
forms. My mind did not recover from 
the effect for several days. 

Many of the Hindoos and strict mus- 
sulmans will not take our medicines. 
One man came and purchased medicines 
for his son, who recovered. ‘The father 
was taken a few days after, and on 
being urged to take medicine refused. 
His work on earth was done, he said, 
his days were completed; why should he 
do anything to oppose the will of God? 
He died. 

It is at such seasons as the present 
that the feelings of missionaries become 
specially enlisted in behalf of the 
heathen. Death has entered almogt 


every house, and we would gladly offer 
the consolations which our blessed reli- 
gion aflords. Disease takes hold of a 
man, and our hearts go out for his re- 
covery. He seems an equal,—an im- 
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mortal being, a candidate for eternity. 
Parents die, and we offer an asylum for 
their children. One cannot be satisfied 
without trying to do something. O how 
our hearts would throb to hear from 
among the mass one person say, “I will 
take refuge in the Lord Jesus Christ!” 

The two girls before mentioned have 
become so much interesested that they 
want to come and live with us. Their 
mother reviles and whips them for com- 
ing, and does all in her power to keep 
them away. They have asked us to 
persuade their mother to let them come. 
The elder is just at that age that, un- 
less she comes under our influence now, 
she will probably be withdrawn from us 
forever. 

We feel an increasing interest in the 
salvation of the people, and feel more 
and more that a missionary’s work 
should be a life-work. One of our as- 
sociates has fallen without laying off 
his armor, at a time when the work to 
be done seemed most promising and most 
imperative. I think I can say that the 
death of br. Diiuble has had a decided 
influence on my own heart. I feel an 
earnest desire to be myself better pre- 
pared to render up my account to Him 
who hath made me a steward, —a long- 
ing todo more than I have done for 
this people. May the Lord smile on 
our mission and crown our labors with 
success. 

Painful trials. 

Sibsagor, June 4, 1853.— Our mis- 
sion is passing through a severe trial 
just now. The Lord's hand is on us. 
We still, however, try to live by faith, 
looking for a blessing to come out of our 
present troubles. Batiram Dass Peck, 
my right hand man and a brother dearly 
loved, has gone to his rest. We had 
many times taken sweet counsel together, 
and looked forward to a common work. 
I know it was Batiram’s desire, as it was 
my own, to preach the gospel. I shall 
always remember the twenty-eight days 
spent at Jorhat the last cold season. 
(See preceding journal.) They are the 
brightest days of my life. 
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What is before me I cannot tell. I 
am trying to follow the will of God so 
far as I know it. My liver complaint 
troubles me so much that I cannot sit 
long at a time with any comfort. Some- 
times I feel very sad at the prospect 
before me, but if I have anything to do 
in Assam, the Lord will help me to do 
it. And if he has nothing for me to do, 
I hope he will in some way take me out 
of the field. 


Obituary of Batiram D. Peck. 


Man often devises, with much care, 
plans to promote the interests of religion, 
but not unfrequently the great Head of 
the church breaks up such plans and 
brings to nought the wisdom of his ser- 
vants. The mission in Assam has re- 
cently had this experience. The death 
of br. Diiuble, at Nowgong, at once set 
aside those arrangements which the 
brethren were fostering, and which they 
had hoped would add to the efliciency of 
the mission. Not less are the plans 
which had been cherished for the 
preaching of the gospel in the vicinity 
of Sibsagor broken, by the removal of 
our much loved brother, Batiram D. 
Peck. Itis not in a murmuring spirit 
that the writer alludes to this. His 
design is rather to express a firm belief 
in the wisdom of Divine Providence, 
which has reference always to the end as 
well as to the means. 


His religious experience. 


The subject of this notice had been a 
professed Christian for more than eight 
years, having been baptized on the 9th 
of March, 1845. In February of that 
year Batiram was brought to the borders 
of the grave with a disease similar to 
that which finally closed his earthly life. 
At that time he declared his belief in 
Christ as the Saviour, and, to the sur- 
prise of all, testified to the fact that for 
two years previously he had been a 
secret worshipper of God. One even- 
ing, soon after his recovery, he called to 
his house the workmen in the printing 


oflice, and publicly declared to them his 
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renunciation of Hindooism and his aban- 
donment of caste. 


From the day of his baptism Batiram 
kept a journal, which, so far as I have 
perused it, appears to be worthy cf pub- 
lication, in Assamese if not in English. 
A brief portion is written in imperfect 
English ; the remainder is mostly in the 
Romanized Assamese character. The 
Assamese young convert’s feelings were 
identical with those of young converts in 
more favored lands. Thus he com- 
menced his journal on the day of his 
baptism : 

“Ah! how I am glad because our 
Lord Jesus Christ gave me Holy Spirit. 
Before, I was very bad and had given 
my mind to the Hindoo religion. I 
always prayed to idols and any image. 
Now our heavenly Father gave me new 
heart, take my sins away, and cleanse 
my mind and body with his holy blood. 
Therefore I happy in my mind and 
always rejoice, and I am baptized in the 
name of our [Lord] Jesus Christ and in 
[the name of] the Father and the Holy 
Ghost. Now I very much desire to 
believe and trust in Jesus. When I 
went to Mr. Brown’s bungalow to pray 
our Lord God, then I was very glad and 
joyful, and on the road I got great joy, 
and my mind went for singing. At four 
o’clock we met again. Mr. Brown read 
a chapter of bible and told, to whatever 
native people came to see, all the Chris- 
tian religion’s words. Then I spoke a 
little while. After that, Mr. Brown 
prayed again and baptized me in the 
name of the Lord Christ. It seemed as 
if the houses, birds, everything were 
praising God.” 

His spirit overflowing with his new 
love, Batiram improved every opportu- 
nity to tell others what a Saviour he had 
found. Soon after his baptism he had 
occasion to go to Dibrugor, and his 
journal records how much pleasure he 
took in speaking to the boatmen every 
evening about his Saviour. Throughout 
the journal are many expressions of joy 
and peace, and affecting prayers to be 
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kept faithful. One entry is as follows : 
“The servant of our Lord, Batiram, 
Assam Christian.” Fragmentary as it is, 
it expresses much, and to a missionary’s 
heart calls up reasons for thankfulness to 
God. 

Batiram encountered much opposition 
from his former ‘associates. Having 
broken caste he was hated and despised. 
The conversations recorded in his journal 
exhibit on the part of his opposers the 
utmost bitterness and hatred, while on 
his part he speaks with great tenderness 
of the mercy and peace obtained through 
his Lord and Saviour. 

On the baptism of Kolibor, July 13th, 
four months after his own baptism, he 
writes, “I am thinking that the Lord 
has heard my prayers.” And this leads 
him to speak of all his friends and 
enemies, praying that the Lord would 
pour out his Spirit upon them. In the 
same spirit he speaks, in the following 
December, of the baptism of his cousin, 
Ramsing, who bitterly opposed Batiram 
when he renounced his caste. The 
Lord turns the wrath of man to his 
praise, according to his gracious pur- 
poses. 

For several years Batiram was fore- 
man in the printing office, going out 
frequently with the other disciples into 
the neighboring villages to preach the 
gospel. He also made several visits with 
the missionaries to Gowahati and Now- 
gong- During all this time his conduct 
was very satisfactory, and he was re- 
garded as a model among the natives. 
His journal for the same period also 
indicates internal peace of mind, though 
he frequently alludes to his sinful heart 
and to his constant need of divine grace. 
Much of his journal, also, is made up of 
what he had heard and studied, and gives 
proof of an active, inquiring mind. 
During this period he wrote several 
hymns, which still remain in our collec- 
tion. They are chiefly of an awakening 
character, expressive of the loathsome- 
ness of sin and the richness of Christ’s 
mercy. 


1853.] 


His fall. 

Until 1849, Bitiram appears from his 
journal to have been a growing Chris- 
tian. On the 2ist of June, 1849, he 
says, * My mind is not as it was.” Soon 
after, he wrices, * My mind is very hard.” 
He has much to say of Satan’s tempta- 
tion into which he had fallen. In one 
place he adds, “T cannot wrie down 
what my temptation was, but the great 
Gi knows it all.” For a long time the 
heavins seem to have been bravs. 
Christian exercises lost their charm. 
There was no peace in his soul. [is 
conscience was restless, and his prayers, 
written down, continually implore the 
favor of God. No ove in the mission 
suspected Batiram’s faithfulness. Often 


was ir said last year, when the Spirit of 


the Lord was among us, opening a 
fountain of sin,“ We bave one disciple 
whom we can rely on.” Bat no one 
who was present one Sunday evening at 
the meeting of the church, will forzet 
the manner in which Batiram started up 
from the corner where he was sitting, 
and advancing to the middle of the 
room, fell on his knees, covered bis face 
with his bands, and confessed that he had 
been guilty of the sin of licentiousness. 
The sis had been pent up, uncoufessed, 
for three yews. During this period he 
had been strugzling in darkness. Ue 
could not renounce Christianity. He at 
heart really loved his Saviour. But he 
bad not streng h of character to come 
out and openly confess his sin, Ile had, 
however, somewhat soothed his con- 
science by confessing to the partner of 
bis guilt the sense of sin that lay as a 
burden on his heart, and praying with 
her to God for forgiveness. For more 
than half an hour Batiram poured forth 
his confession with groans and tears. 
There was not a dry eye in the room. 
Every one saw before them a true peni- 
tent. They saw a heart overburdened 
with guilt, struggling for its removal. 
As the church believed that God had 
furgiven the sin, so they forgave him 
and received him again to their fellow- 
ship. From that time he was a new 
32 
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man. Now he is dead, it is affecting to 
look over his journal and read his ac 
count of mental darkness. But it is a 
consolation to know that his sins were 
confessed before men, ere he was called 
to meet his Lord. 

His character as a preacher and as 

sistant. 

Batiram was classed as an assistant in 
the mission reports from 1846, but he 
was never regularly appointed as such 
till October, 1851. H+ remained as fore. 
man in the printing office antil July, 
1852. Atthat time the mission thought 
he would be of more use to the cause of 
Christ as a preacher of the gospel than 
in any other way. At that time he 
commenced, under the care of the wr 
ter, a course on theology . church history 
and biblical interpretation, This he 
continued to pursue, when not otherwise 
engaged, till hisdeath, His tong service 
in the printing office made him very 
useful last year, in filling the vacaney 
which now exists. For this reason he 
has not been able to study or preach as 
regularly as could be desived. In the 
cold season of 1° 52-3, he made a tour 
with two of his brethren, and preached 
the gospel to many hundreds of people. 

lu September, 1852. fur reasons that 
have been staed, and as an example to 
others, he was suspend d trom his work 
as an assistant for four mooehs. He felt 
this suspension very keenly. But his 
own yood sense showed hin its necessity. 
During these fuue months he never took 
part in any religious meeling, desiring 
to humble himself, and to check by his 
example of repentance the influence of 
bis former conduct. 

The effect of bis sin, both before and 
after his confession, on his preaching at 
Sibsagor was very uwrked. He was 
cold, formal, dull. Every one got tired 
when he preached. About a month 
before his confession, I] gave him as a 
text Romans viii. 5, requesting him to 
prepare a written sermon and deliver it 
when next called on to preach, He did 
so, but his effurts appeared to be forced. 
His heart was not engaged in the work. 


|| || 
| 
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I did not then understand the cause. 
He was overburdened within. He knew 
something of the wages of sin. No one 
acquainted with Batiram’s experience 
ean help understanding better the loath- 
someness of sin. O that all burdened 
souls might find relief as he did, by cast- 
ing away the burden at the feet of 
sovereign mercy ! 

It was my privilege to be with Bati- 
ram in the brightest era of his life. On 
the 8th of January last, we left Sibsagor 
for Jorhat, and were absent about 
twenty-eight days. Daring this period 
Batiram’s soul was in the work. Before 
the rich and the poor, the high and the 
low, he stood fearless and firm. He 
preached the gospel to not less than 
5000 people, and on all occasions seemed 
to preach under the influence of the 
Spirit. 

One evening, as I distinctly recollect, 
Batiram was talking with us about the 
delightful work he was now engaged 
in. “ Something,” he said, “ whispers to 
me that ‘the time is short.’” He spoke 
itin such a tone of voice that I have 
frequently recalled it to mind, although 
I had never the least anticipation of the 
event that has so soon occurred. 


His sickness and death. 

Batiram had not been well for a 
month previous to his last illness, but we 
thought he would soon be better. It 
was not till the 9th of May that we dis- 
covered symptoms vf inflammation in the 
liver. On the 15th his symptoms be- 
eame very unfavorable, and he seemed 
to be dying. I alluded to his worldly 
matters, and he gave me directions about 
his mother and other members of his 
family. H- spoke of death and heaven, 
and gave us abundant evidence of being 
prepared to quit his mortal frame. Some 
of the questions asked were as follow : 

“ Have you any fears of death ?” 
“None; the will of the Lord is my 
will.” 

“ Do you think you will get well?” 

« ] know that, if Christ wishes, he can 
remove all my pain and weakness, and 
do it immediately, and restore me to 
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health; but it is not my great desire to 
live, —not my very great desire.” 

“You feel somewhat as the apostle 
said, ‘to die is gain?’” 

“ Yes.” 

“ As you look back on your work in 
Jorhat, how do you feel?” 

“ Q,” he replied with a pleasant smile, 
“that always makes me very happy; 
when I think of that,” raising his bands, 
“my mind is so happy, I would again 
tell all of Christ, but I have not strength. 
I am not worthy,— I am too unworthy. 
My work on earth is now all done.” 

The joys of heaven being alluded to, 
especially the prospect of being with 
Christ, he said, “ It is my wish to go now 
to heaven.” The thought of his family 
caused a struggle for a moment, but he 
soon became calm, and committed them 
all into the hands of God. Several of 
the native brethren being present, he 
requested them to sing a few hymns. 
Ilis countenance, while the brethren 
were singing, indicated great intensity of 
mental enjoyment. Soon after this, the 
members of the church came in, and he 
bade them all an affectionate farewell. 

On the 17th he revived, and we all 
had hopes of his recovery. On the 21st, 
by the physician’s advice, I took him in 
a boat to the Brahmaputra river, hoping 
that the cool, bracing air of the river 
would recruit his strength. But his life 
was fast running out and I turned home- 
ward. Batiram died at four o'clock, 
A. M., May 28th, about half a day’s 
journey below Sibsagor. He was buried 
in the mission cemetery. His grave 
was made under the shade of a beautiful 
nahor tree, and there may his dust re- 
pose undisturbed until the Saviour calls 
us all to meet him in the air. 

It is well worth the trial of leaving 
friends and home, to see such a triumph- 
ant death in a heathen land. It makes 
a missionary’s heart glad when a convert 
renounces his caste and becomes a 
disciple. But that joy is somewhat 


clouded by the thought that, possibly, the 
Not so 
“ Blessed are the dead 


convert may prove unfaithful. 
with the dead. 
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who die in the Lord.” We have no 
more anxiety for Batiram. Grace has 
done its work in his soul, and the Lord 
has gathered up his treasure. 


SIAM. 
LETTER FROM MR. ASHMORE. 
A half-hearted inquirer. 


Bangkok, May 25, 1853.—I have 
just had a visit from an old acquaint- 
ance, of whom I have written to you be- 
fore. This man is Chek Po Siam. 
About a year ago he manifested a strong 
desire to become more fully acquainted 
with the religion of Jesus, and accord- 
ingly spent some months at Bangkok. 
We had much opportunity to observe 
his deportment, and found there was 
reason to doubt the disinterestedness of 
his motives. His application for baptism 
was accordingly waived until we should 
have some better evidence of the gen- 
uineness and strength of his convictions. 

After that, he went to Lengkiach'u. 
But the brethren there had no more 
confidence in him than we had, and re- 
gard him with constant distrust. He, 
however, avows himself a believer in the 
religion of Jesus, and in his way displays 
quite an amount of zeal. Unfortunately, 
it seems to have been learned entirely in 
the school of Jehu, and appears subject 
to about the same moditications as the 
zeal of that selfish monarch. 

He has lately been negotiating for a 
wife, notwithstanding the fact that he 
has one still living in China. As he pro- 
fesses to have a regard for the teachings 
of the word of God, some of the brethren 
ventured to remonstrate with him on this 
important step, but his mouth was filled 
with arguments to vindicate his course, 
and they left him as they found him, 
fully persuaded in his own mind. 


Sophistries of sin. 

In the course of his next visit the sub- 
ject came up. “ Chek Po-Siam,” said I, 
“have you married your wife yet ?” 

“ Not yet; J am too busy fishing. As 
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soon as the hurry of the season is over 
I shall have leisure to attend to the 
matter.” After a pause he continued, 
“ Teacher, what do you think about my 
getting married ? Is it wrong to do so?” 

“Think ? Why, I think that while 
you have a wife living in China, it will 
be utterly wrong for you to think of 
marrying another in Siam.” 

** But, teacher, some of the servants of 
God among the Jews in old times had 
four or five wives. Now, if it was right 
for them to have four or five, I don’t 
think it wrong for me to have only two.” 

“Yes, but things are different now. 
For them to have four or five wives was 
never riyht. But in those days men’s 
hearts were hard and their minds were 
blind. That was before Jesus had come 
and taught men the way of life fully; 
but now the Saviour has appeared and 
revealed the will of God fully and clear- 
ly. He teaches that it is right fora man 
to bave but one wife, and his word is 
final.” 

“ But they were not punished for hav- 
ing two wives. Why, then, should I 
be ?” 

“ You have more light than they have, 
as you have yourself confessed. You ac- 
knowledge that the grace of God which 
has appeared teaches you, that you 
should deny ungodliness and worldly 
lust. If you do that which you know to 
be wrong, why should you not be pun- 
ished ? ” 

“ Well, here, now, teacher, what if 
my wife in China should write to me 
that she is about to marry another man? 
Might I not in that case go and marry 
another woman ?” 


“ But your wife has not written to you 
any such thing. When she does, it will 
then be quite soon enough to talk about 

“Well, suppose she should marry 
another man ?” 

“If she does, she will violate the law 
laid down by our Saviour.” 

After a few moments’ silence he took 
another tack, and commenced by saying, 

“ But the woman that I want is a very 
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well disposed person. She does not 
want to marry me in order to get a 
home, or to make money through me. 
She is better off in the world than I am. 
She owns a fishing boat, together with 
an amount of tackle, and possesses a 
good many little articles of use.” 

I su-pected that this last statement re- 
veale:l the secret of his affection more 
clearly than anything else he had said, 
but I did not tell him so. I said, however, 

* All this does not affect the law so 
plainly laid down by our Saviour.” 

“ Teacher, listen again. She will for- 
sake idols and worship the trae God, the 
same as I do.” 
~ “But how can you expect God to 
bless you in that which you know to be 
sin? You will obey God in some things, 
but you will sin against him in others. 
Those who profess to serve and obey 
God, must obey him in everything. 
They must,have no exceptions.” 

After a pause he resumed : “ Teacher, 
if I go and tell her all this, and she is 
made heavy-hearted and declares that 
she will die, — what ?” 

*O” I said, “I think you need by no 
means be afraid of that. I think there 
is no danger of that.” 

Azain there was silence. “ Well, 
teacher,” he said, at length, “these 
teachings are hard doctrine, hard for 
men toobey. You will not find many 
that will keep them” 

“Very true, Chek Po-Siam. There- 
fore the Saviour says, ‘ Strait is the gate 
and narrow is the way that leadeth unto 
life, and few there be that find it’ Out 
of all those that would like to go to 
heaven, there are but few that will ever 
get there.” So we parted for the 
present. 

This is a sample of a class the mission- 
ary comes in contact with. 


RANGOON. 
LETTER FROM DR. DAWSON, 
Minutes of an ecclesiastical council. 
Rangoon, June 2, 1853. — By the re- 
quest of the brethren at Rangoon, I have 
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the pleasure to forward the following re- 
port of an ecclesiastical council held in 
this place on the 21st of May. 


Minutes of an Ecclesiastical Council, held in 
the Karen Chapel at Kemmendine, Ran- 
goon, on Sunday, the 21st of May, 1853, at 
the cull of the Karen Baptist Church in the 
village of Rhetho, for the purpose of consid- 
ering the propriety of ordaining to the work 
of the gospel ministry br. Mau Ya. 

The council was called to order by 
the appointment of the Rev. E. Kincaid 
as Moderator. 

Voted that br. Dawson be Secretary 
in English; br. Ko En Secretary in 
Burmese ; and br. Shway Poo Secretary 
in Karen. 

The following churches were repre- 
sented by their appointed delegates. ; 

Burmese Church, Rangoon, Ko ‘Thah 
A, Pastor, and brn. Ko En, Ko Minune, 
Ko Ban, Shway In, Moung San Yeen, 
Khan Gen. 

Karen Church, Rangoon, brn, Chau 
Oo Pau, Mau Ov, Len Yau, Wah Pan, 
Lee Lah. 


Karen Church, Thenyeen, Thah No, 
Pastor, and bra. Shway In, Shway 
Tha. 

Karen Church, Dalla, brn. Shway 
Poo, Dai Bui. 

Karen Church, Pantanau, brn. Kyo 
Cha, Boo. 

Karen Church, Ingapoo, br. Meyah 
Puh. 

Karen Church, Maubee, br. Paklay 
Ko. 

Karen Church, Rhetho, brn. Shway 
Yai, Tah Poo, Koo Nee, Way Nab, 
Nau Techee. Yai Pau. 

Karen Church, Poimglen, brn. Bah 
Ri, Pa Tai, Koa Ghyee. 

The candidate related bis religious 
experience, call to the ministry and 
views of Christian doctrine, all of which 
were considered highly  satistactory ; 
whereupon it was unanimously resolved 
to proceed with the ordination services. 
The arrangements for conducting the 
services were as follows: Rev. E. Kin- 
caid to preach the sermon, Rev. Ko 
Thah A to offer the ordaining prayer, 
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_ Rev. J. TH. Vinton to give the charge 
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The council was closed with prayer 


and Rev. E. Kincaid the right band of | and the benediction. 


fellowship.* 


MISCELLANY. 


THE RELIGION OF THE CHINESE 
INSURGENTS. 


In‘a former number (p. 458), some brief 
views were given of the insurrection that 
bids fair to revolutionize China, and of 
the strange relizious developments of 
the movement. It is extremely difficult, 
in the multitude of accounts that have 
been given by different observers, to 
form an intelligible idea of the matter, so 
much of conjecture is mingled with the 
facts. Without attempting to solve the 
problem ofits origin, we propose to set 
down as briefly and clearly as may be, 
what is known respecting the form of 
religion that seems likely to become the 
established faith of nearly one third of 
the human race. 

We have accounts of several books 
published by authority, one of which, en- 
titled Book of the Precepts of the Tai- 
ping Dynasty, has been translated and 
published in full. This appears to be 
consiJered as on the whole the best, as 
it is certainly the most Christian state- 
ment of the new faith, as will appear by 
an analysis. 

It sets forth that all have sinned, but 
that until now no one has known a way 
of deliverance. “Now, however, the 
great God (Shangti) has made a gra- 
cious communication to man, and from 
henceforth, whoever repents of bis sins 
in the presence of the great God, and 
avoids worshipping depraved spirits 
(gods), practising perverse things or 
transgressing the divine commands, may 
ascend to heaven and enjoy happiness ” 
forever. But those who are impenivent, 


*For an account of these services, and of the 
candidate, see pp. 416, 417. 


idolatrous and wicked, will suffer forever 
in hell. The impenitent are said to be 
“deluded by the devil,” of whose agency 
these people have much to say, and 
liable to be sent “down to the eighteen 
hells.” 

An objection that to worship Shangti 
is to imitate foreigners, (Shangti being 
used by some missionaries for the name 
of God,) is met by the assertion that 
from the time of Pwan-Koo, the first 
man of whom the Chinese legends give 
any account, down to the era of the 
three dynasties, both princes and people 
worshipped Shangti; and extracts from 
the classical writings are offered to prove 
it. Both Chinese and foreigners in the 
early ages, it is said, worshipped Shangti. 
The western nations have continued to 
worship him, but the Chinese, at or near 
the Christian era, lapsed from the faith 
and have “ followed the devil’s ways.” 

A moral code is set forth in ten com- 
mandments, evidently borrowed from 
the Scriptures. These are as follow: 

1. Thou shalt honor and worship the 
great God (Shangti). 

2. Thou shalt not worship corrupt 
spirits (gods). 

3. Thou shalt not take the name of 
the great God in vain. 

4. On the seventh day, the day of 
worship, you should praise the great God 
for his goodness. In the beginning the 
great God made heaven and earth, land 
and sea, men-and things, in six days, 
and having finished his works on the 
seventh day, he ca'led it the day of rest 
(Sabbath). Therefore, &c. 


5. Thou shalt honor thy father and 
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thy mother, that thy days may be pro- 
longed. 

6. Thou shalt not kill or injure men. 

7. Thou shalt not commit adultery or 
anything unclean. 

8. Thou shalt not rob or steal. 

9. Thou shalt not utter falsehood. 

10. Thou shalt not conceive a covet- 
ous desire. 

Each command has an explanatory 
gloss, with a scrap of poetry to enforce 
it. These have nothing very remark- 
able about them, except that under the 
first and seventh commands there is a 
very distinct assertion of the unity and 
brotherhood of the whole human race, in 
absolute denial of that exclusive spirit 
which has been so long dominant in 
China ; and that the prohibition in the 
seventh command is said to extend to 
amorous glances, lustful imaginations, 
libidinous songs and the smoking of opi- 
um. A series of verses is annexed, 
exhorting to repentance. 

A kind of liturgy is set forth. The 
penitent sinner is directed to kneel and 
pray for forgiveness, in his own Janguage 
or in the use of a precomposed form, at 
his option, and after obtaining forgive- 
ness to wash himself, to pray morning 
and evening for the Holy Spirit to re- 
new his heart, to give thanks at his 
meals, to worship on every seventh day, 
to obey the ten commandments and 
refrain from idolatry. Forms of prayer 
are added,— for forgiveness, for morn- 
ing and evening devotion, and for 
seasons of affliction — a form of thanks- 
giving at meals, and a hymn of praise 
for the Sabbath. There is a devotional 
form for birth-days, marriages, thanks- 
giving of women afier childbirth, for 
building a house or hearth or opening 
up ground, and for funeral occasions, 
besides a general invocation to be used 
on commencing any important under- 
taking;— in connection with these, 
offerings of animals, tea, wine, rice, &c., 
are to be made. The burial service 


contains a prayer for the soul of the 
deceased. Aside from this tinge of 
popery (and which, after all, may be 
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interpreted as meaning little more than 
the expression of “ certain hope” in the 
service of the Church of England.) and 
the pagan requirement of offerings, these 
forms are Christian in sentiment and 
expression. The following words, or 
words equivalent, occur in most of these 
forms : 

“T earnestly pray thee, the great God 
(Shangti,) our heavenly Father, that 
thou wouldst grant me thy mer iful 
protection, and constantly bestow upon 
me thy Holy Spirit to change my 
wicked heart, and never more allow me 
to be deceived by demoniacal influences ; 
but, perpetually regarding me with 
favor, that thou wouldst forever deliver 
me from the Evil One, through the 
merits of our Saviour and heavenly 
Brother the Lord Jesus, who redeemed 
us from sin. I also pray thee, the great 
God our Father in heaven, that thy will 
may be done on earth as it is in heaven.” 


The resemblance of some of these 
expressions to the Lord’s Prayer is 
obvious. The form of praise on the 
Sabbath is a doxology : 


“We praise God, our holy and heavenly 
Father. 

We praise Jesus, the holy Lord and Saviour 
of the world. 

We praise the Holy Spirit, the sacred in- 
telligence. 

We praise the three Persons who, united, 
constitute one true Spirit.” 


To this is added a hymn praising in 
vague terms the “ heavenly doctrines,” 
concluding with, — 

‘* Our heavenly Father, of his great mercy 
and unbounded goodness, 

Spared not his first-born Son, but sent him 
down into the world 

To give his life for the redemption [ex- 
piation ?] of all our transgressions, 

The knowledge of which, coupled with re- 
pentance, saves the souls of men.” 


To these precepts and ritual forms are 
appended five proclamations: the first 
prohibiting the application of divine 
titles to the emperor, bis family or 
offivers, and placing the four divisions of 
the empire, East, South, West and 
North, under the direction of four 
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“kings” and one “assistant king,” of 
whom the “ East King” has the pre- 
cedence ; the second appointing certain 
princes, with the commanders of legions, 
to watch for and punish with death 
breaches of the seventh command; the 
third containing a rhapsodical exhorta- 
tion to valor, with promises of heavenly 
felicity to the brave ; the fourth ayainst 
secreting gold and silver for private 
gain; and the fifth forbidding on pain 
of death any communication with the 
inmates of the emperor's harem. 
These documents, except the last, 
taken by themselves, give a highly favor- 
able impression of the insurgents. They 
set forth, imperfectly, but accurately as 
far as they yo, some of the most import- 
ant parts of the faith of Protestant 
Christendom. But we see that polyga- 
my is tolerated at court, and it is 
noticeable that while the Budhist and 
Tauist superstitions are unsparingly 
denounced, the worship of ancestors, 
the superstition most powerful over the 
Chinese mind, is not alluded to. The 
representations of a future state are 
gross and materialistic, and of the Spirit- 
uality of God, though it is expressed in 
terms, the writers seem to have no idea. 
But when we turn from the “ Book of 
Precepts” to the other literature of the 
party, worse things appear. So much of 
Christianity as they have embraced is 
mingled with a mythology of the most 
noxious description. Their chief is 
claimed to have a divine mission, to 
have wrought miracles, and to be in the 
frequent receipt of communications from 
heaven. Jesus Christ and even Gop 
THE Fatuer are described as coming 
down in person to his camp. With such 
blasphemous notions is very naturally 
conjuined the fanatical design of putting 
the enemies of God to the sword. In 
these aspects of the movement, it 
assumes more of a Mohammedan than of 
a Christian character, and suggests the 
gravest apprehensions of whereunto it 
may grow, deepened by the fact noticed 
by the Rev. Dr. Legge, of Hongkong, 
that the earlier books are the purest, the 
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series giving evidence of a rapid dete- 
rioration of the doctrine in the hands it 
has fallen into. 

The question naturally arises, Have 
the rebels sincerely embraced the Chris- 
tian doctrine as far as they understand 
it, and are the defects and extravagances 
noticed a result of limited knowledge 
merely, or is it a knavish appropriation 
of Christian ideas to nurse a fanaticism 
in aid of ambition? Dr Legge asserts 
the first of these solutions. Te says 
that there is no proof that they have, or 
ever had, the whole Old Testament, or 
any part of the New. The only scrip- 
tures discovered in their possession con- 
sisted of the first twenty-seven chapters 
of Genesis. Their knowledge of New 
Testament truths seems to have been 
derived mainly from tracts. The doxol 
ogy they use for Sabbath worship was 
composed by a missionary as early as 
1843, and then shown by him to Dr. 
Legge. He thinks their errors are their 
misfortune rather than their fault, a 
misfortune that a fuller knowledge of 
the Scriptures will repair. 

Dr. Macgowan, it will be observed, 
(p. 459.) speaks of the pretender as the 
representative of the native dynasty. 
But ‘Tien-teh is now scarcely heard of 
and it is much doubted whether he can 
make good any hereditary title, or is 
any thing more than a Chinese Perkin 
Warbeck, “a Bourbon among them.” 
Indeed, it is now suspected that Tienteh 
is exbaled into a myth or forced into ob- 
scurity by a stronger leader, and that 
Ilung-tsiu-tsuen, the Tai-ping Wan— 
Great Peace King, or “ Prince of 
Peace,” as Dr Medhurst translates it— 
is the real hero of the rebellion. 

‘This chief, Hung-tsiu-tsuen, there is 
good evidence, gained his knowledge of 
Christianity froma book writteu by Le- 
ang-Afih, the first fruit of Protestant 
missions, who professed the Christian 
faith in 1816, under the preaching of Dr. 
Milne, and is still living. The book was 
received, as nearly as can be ascertained, 
in 1834. He is found ten years after 
travelling through K wangsi, preaching the 
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new doctrine. He wrote some works, 
parts of which are incorporated in the 
decrees ofthe new dynasty. In 1846 he 
was in Cnton, where he enjoyed the iv- 
structions of the Rev. I. J. Roberts. He 
returned to Kwangsi, and the next we 
hear of him is as the leading spirit of a 
revolution. These facts were investipa- 
ted and communicated by Dr. Legge. 
In coufirmation of this statement a lester 


has lately appeared from Mr. Roberts, an- 
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nouncing that he has received a letter 
purporting to come from Hung-tsiu-tsuen, 
which invites him to proceed to Nankin, 
to preach there, and to administer bap- 
tism, and states that myriads worship 
God morning and evening, but that 
they are very ignorant of the princi- 
ples of the gospel. At last advices he 
was on his way to the chiefs head 
quarters. 
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LETTERS FROM MISSIONARIES, - 


Arracan. 

C. C. Moore, May 21, July 11, Aug 15—A. T. 

Rose, Juue 28.—Mrs. CU. C. Aug 27. 
Bassein. 

H. Van Meter, July 7, (2.) 19.—D. Wurraker, 

July 17.—J. 8. Beecuen, July 2). 
Maulmain. 

W. Moong, May 4.—T. S. Ranney, May 7, 18. 
June 29, 5, 9, Aug. 6, 15.—J. M. Lasweit, 
June 3.—N. June 6.—Mrs. M. C. 8. N sper, 
dune Aug. 15. 

Tavoy. 

C. Benxetr, May 26. June 25 —F. Mason, June 

27.—Mrs. Masox, April 12, 16.—T. ALLEN, July 6. 
Mergui. 
J. Bensamin, May 7. 


Rangoon. 
J. HI. Vinton. May 9. (2). 27, July 7. 8, 21,(2.)—K. 
Kincain, May 26, June 1, Aug. 2.15 —L 
Ma: July 21, Aug. 10—J. Dawson, Juue 21, 


Siam. 


8. J. Surra, April 6, June 21, 25 —W. 
May 17,25, Juve 30. 


Hongkong. 


W. Dean, May 19, 24, June 5, Aug. 17.—J. Joun- 
on, May 23, June 3, 2-, July 6, 15. 


Ningpo. 


D. J. Macecwax, March 18, (2), June 24 
2%B.—J. Goppaup, May 8. May 38, 


Assam. 


Mission, June 18.—I. J. Stopparn, May 13. 23, 
Juve 4,6, 14, 18, July 15.—A. Danrortn. May 
81, June 7, Aug 26.—Mrs. Danrorta. Juve 1.—8. 
M. Wuitino. Juve 4, July 2.—N. Brown, Jone 
§ 16, 17 —M. Broxson, June 18, July 12. 14— 

Broxson, May 21.—W. June 27, Aug. 
27, (2).—Mrs. Ui. B. L. Currer, Aug. 4, 18. 


Nellore. 


L. Jewerr, June 22, (2). Jnly 14, ? (ree.) Aug. 8. 
—B8 8. Dar, June 25, July 30, Aug 31, Sept. 12. 


Bassas. 
J. 8. Goopman, May 6, June 8, July 4, 25. 
France. 
E. Wintasp, July 15, 19,28, Aug. 4, 9, 11, 91, 
Sept 7, 24, (2), Oct. 11, 12. 
Germany. 
G. W. Leamann, Aug. 23. 
Greece. 
A. N. Arwotn. July 20, Aug. 17, Oct. 6.—R. F 
Buet, Aug. 16.—Mrs Buen, Oct. 6. 
Shawanoes, &c. 
F. Barker, Aug 12, Sept. 2.—J. Meexer, Aug. 
£7.—J. G. Pratt, Oct 5. 
Cherokees. 
E. Jones, July 26, Sept. 13.—W. P. Uraam, Au- 
gust 10. 


DONATIONS. 
Recervep 1n October, 1863. 


Maine. 


A friend of missions 5 ; Rockland. J. 
Wakefield. 10; Jonestoro two la- 
dies 1; Wiscasset, John Sylvester 
10; 


Piscataquis Asso. 


33 


141.18 


Vermont. 


Bennington, Mr. Taft 10; Brattle- 
boro’. ch. 1°.62; Mt. Holly. ch. 5; 
Ludlow, Rev N. Cudworth 25: 8 
L. Armington 1: Jericho, ch. 4.25; 
per Rev. E A. Cummings, Agent, 


Massachusetts. 


A female friend. for German Mission, 
20; Bo-ton, Tremont St. ch.. La- 
dies’ For. Mi-e Soc., Mrs. Drew, 
tr., to sup.” native assistant under 
the direction «f Dr. Wade, 40; 
West Ded!.am, ch , mon. ron. 19; 
North Uxbridge, ch. 9; Holyoke, 
Ast ch., J. EK. Taylor, tr., for sup. of 


1853. ] 


James Chapin in Nowgong Orph. 
Sch., 2+; North Randoiph, ch. 
83.84; Cheunsfurd, Central ch., 
Ladies’ Sch. Soc., Miriam 
Warren, tr., 25; Littieion, ch. 16; 
Newcon Upper Falls, Miss Eliza 
Jame-ou (of which 2) is for the 
Burwan and 10 for the Teloogoo 


Mia<.) 34; Haverhill, Ist ch , Geo, 
Appieton, tr., 100; Southbridye, 
Ceurral ch ULL. 30’; 8. Sch., fur 


Chine-e youth, 8.39; Taunton, 
Philip E. Hill 5; Cnelsea, ch., 
Southworth Bryant, tr., to cons. 
Albert Bisbee L. M., 100; Salem, 
Ast ch., Michael Shepard, tr., coll. 
22.39; mon. con 9; @ lady, to 
sup.a child in Assam Orph. Sch., 
25; Mr. Mulls’s catechism class, 
with another payinent to the gen. 
coll...’ to sup a child in Assam 
Orph. sch., 5; Sharou, en , Female 
Burman Mi- ~8. Soc., 11.50; Law- 
‘rence, I<t ch, Isaac Fletcher, tr., 
45; Ladies’ Miss Soc., Mixa Mary 
B. #. Brown, tr., 40 50; Sturbridge, 
ch., Juv. Miss. Suc., to sup. John 
Phillips in Karen Normal Sc h, 
12; Webster, ch 22.13; West Med- 
way, ch., 22; Mrs. Mary E. Arnold, 
for sup. of a Karen child of her 
name, 25; Kingston. ch 32; West 
Acton, ch 2; south Abingtou, ch., 
Young Men's Mi-s Soc., for sup. of 
Wil.iam F. Stubbert in sch. at Sib- 
sagor, 25; Young Ladies’ Miss. 
Soc., for sup. of Mary K. Stubbert 
in do., 25; 1,007.05 

Berkshire Axsso.: Sandisfield, ch. 
89 42; Vecket, ch. 28; Egremont, 
ch. 20; duinesboro’, ch. 14; Lee, 
ch., for sap of a child in Assam 
Orpn. Sch., 27; New Marlboro’, 
ch. 2; Savoy, Ist ch. 5; West 
Stock bridge, ch. 10; Williamstown, 
ch. 1.62; James Eldridge 3; to 
cons. Kev. Williem Gooiwin L.M, 
per Kev E. A. Cummings, Agent, 

Taunton Asso., 8. L. French, tr. : 
Seekonk. ch., Fem. Miss. Soe, 
1450; Somerset, ch. 16; South 
Dartmouth, ch. 5; Mansfield, ch. 


150.04 


52.69 
Barnstable Asso. : Hyannis, ch., G. 

Lovell, tr., 34.25; O-terville, 

11 lv, Harwien, ch. 21; Brewster, 

ch 7; Chatham, ch. 3; South 

Yarmouth, ch. 4.1%; Marshpee, 

Fem. For. Mixs. Soc. 4.25; Nan- 

tucket, ch. 43.58; West Tisbury, 

ch. 1; Barnstable, 3d ch. 666; 

Edg:rtown, ch. 3; Thomas Coffin 

2; Gay Head, ev. 5; sundry do- 

nors 516; to cons Kev. Abner 

Ma-on L. M., per Rev. J. Aldrich, 

Axent, 151.10 
Old Colony Asso : Ilinson, ch. 15; 

Hanover, ch. 10; Raynham, ch. 

875; North Scituate, ch. 30; 

Mid tleboro’. latch 17 50; 8d ch. 

18; North Marshfield, ch. 7; to 

cons, Rev Thouims Conant L. M., 

per Rev. J. A, Agent, 101.25 
Newburyport. Ist ch., for Greek Mia- 

sien, tw cons, Stephen Caldwell L. 

M., 100; Jonn Cur. ier, Jr., to cons. 

Mrs. Clarissa Currier L. M., lu0; 


Rev. J. A, Agen 2000 
—— 1,662.13 


Rhode Island. 


Providence Asso : Mrs. M. Silver 2; 
Vailey Falls.ch 1; Providence, 4th 
ch.. Fem. Miss. Soc.. Mis« H. Peck, 
tr..4; per Rev. J. Alrich, Agent, 7.00 
Providence, Ist ch., bal. of sub. for 
Miss, per Rev. J. A. 
Agent, 
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New York. 


Albany, Ist ch 25; a sister 25; for 
sup. of two Karen a-sistasts. Fem. 
Miss. Soc., Mrs. Daniel Smith tr., 
to sup. « child in Assam Urph. 
Sch., 25; Musonvile, ch.. mon. 
con. 7; Lebanon §. Sch., for sup. 
of Kev Thomas Allen, 4; 

Flat Brook, ch., per Rev. B. A. Cum- 
mings, Agent, 

Lake George Axso.: Schroon, ch. 9; 
Ticonderoga, ch. 50 cts.; per Rev. 
O. Dodge, Agent, 

Union A-so , O V. Crane, tr., 62 50; 
Bedfvrd, ch. 4242; F.M. Soe 3); 
Crosa Kiver, ch. 4.68; Ked Mills, 
ch. 9. 59; Sing Sing, ch., to cons, 
Thomas C. Van Heuren L. M., 
141.21; Tarrytown, ch. 3530; to 
cons. Mra Fanny M. Jacox, L. M., 
per Rev. O. D., Agent, 

Hudson River South Asso.: Phillips- 
town, ch. 11; Isaac Jacox 25; 
Po'keepsie, Cen:ral Sq. ch, 40.76; 
lst ch. 1.25; John C Harvey 10; 
per Rev. 0. D., Agent, 

Saratoga Asso : Waterford, ch. 
4.75; Galway, Ist ch. 5; 2d ch. 
11; Dea. E. Hewett 25; Broadal- 
bin. ch. 16.13; Providence, ch. 
lv 31; with other donas. to cons. 
Mrs. Lydia I. weit L. M., per Kev. 
0. D., Agent, 

Stephentown Asso., H. F. Douglass, 
tr , 68.70; Berlin, ch. 26.37; Nas- 
sau, 2d ch. 825; Lebanon 
Springs, 39.63 ; with other donas. 
to cons. Josep2 Bates, M. D.. and 
Mrs. Kachael B. Smith, L. M., per 
Rev. O. D., Agent, 

Rensselaer Aso., Peter Tinklepaugh, 
tr. 180.28; Berne and Knex, ch. 
18.06; Juhe Darling 2; to cons, 
Kev. Lewis M. Purington and Rev. 
Bradford K. Barber L. M., per Rev. 
0. D., Agent, 

Essex and Champlain Asso., Dea. 
Ilunter, tr.. 20.78; Keeseville, ch. 
95; 'S. Sch. 8; to cons. Mrs. Lucy 
Avo Baber L. M. Moriah, eh. 10.50; 
Westport, ch. 6; Crown Point, ch. 
15; Essex, Ira Stafforl, to cons, 
hime L. M.,100; Essex Village, 
ch. 435; P. 3. Buldwio 5; Eliza- 
bethtown, ch. 9.25; Jay, ch. 26; 
West Piatt-burgh. ch., for sup. of 
Karen preacher, Monroe Hall 
20; to cons. Kev. Ira D. Burwell 
L M., per Kev O. D., Agent, 

Asso., P  Bur.ingame, 

: Clarksville, ch. 5.39; Farwer- 


viile, ch. 4; Frauklinviile, ch. 
225; Freedom, Ist ch. 76 ets. ; 
2d ch. 16.61; Friendship, ch 1; 


Hinsdale, ch. 426; Otro, Ist ch. 
125; Richburg, ch. 858; hKush- 
ford, ch. 63.75; to cons George 
W. Varwum L. M., per Kev. 8. M 
Osgood, Agent, 

Chemung iver Asso., I. Mather, 
tr.: Southport and Elmira, ch. 
24356; do Elmira, S. Sch, to 
sup. EK N. Barber and George W. 
Russell in Karen Normal Sch . 07; 
to cons. Riz gs Watrous, Samuel 3, 
Hubbard and John Garthwaite 
L. M. do. Mr. Zemr, Sch. 7.5; 
Big Flat. ch. 88.55; Campbell and 
Ervin, ch. 14: Carlin, ch. 662; 
Caton, ch. 26.70; Corning. ch. 25; 
Factoryville, ch. 16; Dea Brooks 
and wife 15; Hors Leads, ch. 50; 
Moreland, ch. 26.88; Painted Post, 
ch. 825; Rove Ridge, ch. 238; 
South Creek, ch 10): to cons. Kev. 
Charles A. Newland, Incrense 


Mather and Jo-iah B. Truexdell, 
L. M., per Rev. 8. M. Osguod, 
Agent, 


88.01 


72.19 


142.95 


369.83 


107.84 
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Monroe Asso., W. N. Sage, tr.: 
Brockport, ch., to cons. Frederick 
Langdon L M.. 100; Penfield, ch. 
to cons. Aluns on Highie L. M., 100; 
Chili, ch. 1663; Churchville, ch. 
14 50: Clifton, ch 20.25; Greene, 
eh. 1538; Mendon, ch. 88 49; 
Mumford. ch. 2; Ogden, ch. 36.37; 
Parma, Ist ch. 26.75; 2d ch. 23 94; 
Perristen, ch 30.22; Pittsford, ch. 
15.81; Rochester, Ist ch., to cons. 
Silas K. Warren L. M , 143.57; 2d 
ch., Juv. Miss Soc., for a child in 
Mrs. Brown's Sch., Assam. 26.12; S. 
Sch. 28; Tabernacle ch. 29.55; 
German ch. 2; Judson Soc. of 
Inquiry of Theo, Seminary 4.35; 
Rush, ch. 8; Sweden, ch 8; Swe- 
den aud Bergen, ch. 18.30; West 
Henrietta, ch. 41; Un. Henrietta. 
ch. 14; Webster, ch. 12.50; 
Wheutland, ch. 25; to cons. Zina 
Benjamiu. Rev. Heury A. Rose, 
Rev. J. Clinton Drake, Rev J. 
Williams and Rev. Alvin T. Cole 
L.M, per Rev. 8.M.0.,Ag nt, 807.74 

Bteuben Asso., George C. Wheeler, 
tr: Borringt-n. ch 50; 8. Sch. 
420; Campbell and Bath, ch 8 20; 

* do. Dea. ‘I. Corbit 10; Dx and 
Orange, ch., Maria Tracy 25 ets. ; 
Dundee, ch. 50; Howard, ch 1.50; 
Me«d’s Creek. ch. 7 65; Milo, Ist 
ch. 13.80; 2d ch 1334; Oak Hill, 
ch. 5; Tyrone and Jersey, ch. 
475; Tyrone, ch. 18: Urbana, ch. 
380; War-aw, ch. 18.10; Wayne, 
ch. 16.74; do. Fem. Mite soc, 
24.26 ; 275.80. loss 5, counterfeit 
bk. pote; with other dena’s to 
cons Vermilyea T. Brouwere, 
Daniel W. Sunderlin and Kev Or- 
lando B. Call L. M., per Rev. 8. M. 
0., Agent, 270.80 

Yates A-so , George W. Shannon, tr.: 
Italy Hill.ch 1; Italy Hollow. ch. 
6; Peun Yan. ch. 45; Pratt-burg 
Village ch. 3262; Prattsburg. 2d 
ch. 320; Pultney, 2d ch. 17.62; 
Towlesville, ch 1.25; to cons. 
George W. Shannou L. M., per 
Rev. 8. M O., Agent, 106.69 

Canesteo River Asso.. M. J. Ellis, tr.: 
Almond, ch. 2; ch., 
Kibbie 8; Kast Came on, ch. 
16.45; Jasper, ch. 1.53; Fem. 
Miss. Soc 12; Newville, ch. 187; 
Troupsburg and Hrookfield, Fem. 
Miss. soc. 5; West Tioup-burg, 
ch 7.63; coll at Asso. 6.69; per 
Rev. =. M. O.. Agent, 56.57 

Genesee River Asso.. George Wheeler, 
tr.: Grove and Portage, ch. 20; 
Nunda, ch. 26; Portageville, ch., 
50 cts. ;Rev J. Reed 5; per Rev. 8. 
M. O., Agent, 61.50 

—— 3,318.97 


New Jersey. 


Keyport, Rev. William V. Wilson 10: 
Middletown, Martha Seabrook 5; 
Alluwaystown ch. 10; New Bruns- 
wick, For. Miss. Soc., 
Stelle F. Randolph, tr.. to cons. 
Blihu Cook, Simon Van Wickle, 
Stelle F Randolph and Edward T. 
Stelle L. M., 420; 445.00 

New Jersey state Convention, P. P. 
Runyon, tr. : Blooming ch. 4; 
Beverly, ch 8; Burlington, ch., 
mon. con, 7.,0; Inf. Sch for In- 
dian Miss. 63); Camden, Ist ch., 

. Sch. 20; Elizabethtown. do. 
165; Freehold, ch. 27.16; Had- 
donfield. ch 20; Hightstown, ch. 
30; Uolmdel. ch. 29; Laumberts- 
ville, ch. 3815; 8. Sch. 324: 
Middletown, Ist ch. 5.12; Moores- 
town, ch. 27.15; 5. Sch. 6.23; Mt, 
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Holly, 8. Sch. 7; Pittagrove, ch. 

18; Sandy Kidtge, ch. 20; Unamil- 

ton sq ch. 25; Bethlehem ch. 10; 

per Rev. L. Wright, Azent, 357.70 
Trenton and Lawerton, ch., per 

Rev. L. W., Agent, 104.7 


Pennsylvania. 


Beaver Asso., R. Hampson, tr., to 
cons. Rev George Collius L. M., 52 


French Creek Asso 35.00 
Bradford As-o.: Ridgebury, ch., per 
Rev. L. Wright, Age: t, -00 


Point Pleasant, ch. 5.64; New Bri’- 
ain, ch., 22.18; per Rev. L. W., 
Agent, 27.83 
McKeesport, ch., James Penney, tr., 


206.34 
Indiana. 
Huntington Asso., Demas Robin- 
son, tr., 9.00 
Illinois. 
Decatur, ch., mon. con. 10.00 
Michigan. 
Albion, S. Sch. Miss. Soc., for sup. of 
a childin Mr. Ward's Sch., Gow- 
ahati, 7; Pontiac, ch., Ladies’ 
Miss. Soc., E.C. Manning, tr., to 
sup. Lucy Cornelius in Mrs. 
Brown’s Sch. at Sibsugor, 25; 32.00 
New Brunswick. 
B. De Wolf, 4.00 
In Foreign Countries. 
London, England, Regent St. ch., for 
1841 and 62, for Hongkong Mirs., 
126.0; Friends, for sup of va- 
tive Chinese preacher, 42.45; 170 05 
Hong Kong, China, Capt. Charles 
Parker, RK. N., 12 00 
— 182.06 
$6,542.96 
Legacy. 
Worcester, Ms., Lucretia Goddard, 
per Hon. Isaac Davis, Exr., 300.00 
$6,812.96 


Total from April 1, to October 31, $30,544.90. 


Donation in Clothing and Goods, 


Sturbridge, Ms., Ladies’ Benev. Soc., 
1 box clothing, for Rev. J. Li. Vin- 


ton, 

East Haverhill, Ms., Miss R. Davis's 
8. 8. class and others. 1 box cloth- 
ing, ete.. fer Bassa Mission, 

Hector, N. , Peacu Orchard Bapti+t 
Church, 1 bex clothing, etc., for 
Rev. il. Shermer, 

Lansingburgh. Y., Mra. I. E. 
Thompson. 1 box rose ointment for 
Maut!main Mis-ion, J 

Philadelphia, Pa., David Jayne, M. 

D.. 2 boxes medicines, fur Rev. M. 


J. Knowlton, 126.25 
Do.. 7 boxes medicines, for Assam 
Mission, 419.00 


Do., 4 boxes medicines, for Siam 
Mission, 248.50 


—— 907.47 
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